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Report 
 
3 CITIES AND 3 COUNTIES GROWTH POINT UPDATE 

 

Purpose of Report 

  

1. To update the Committee on the current position with regard to the 3 Cities and 3 

Counties Growth Point Status and to seek endorsement of the latest draft Programme 

to be developed as the basis of the formal submission to be made to the Government. 

 

2. The Joint Committee is also requested to consider appropriate future Governance 

arrangements for the ongoing development and delivery of the Growth Point 

Programme, with particular reference to engaging with District Council Partners. 

 
Current Position 

 

3. Members will recall that the City and County Councils of Nottingham, Leicester and 

Derby were successful in their application for the 3 Cities Sub Region to be 

designated as a Growth Point last year. Nottingham Regeneration Ltd are facilitating 

the project development and co-ordination of the Nottingham element of the 3 Cities 

Bid - overall the 3 Cities & 3 Counties is the largest and most complex of the 29 New 

Growth Points in England- see table below.   

 

Housing Market Area  Average Annual Build 

Rate 

Total Dwelling 

Provision  

2001- 2026 

(of which the 

planned PUA 

share is:) 

Derby HMA 1,770 44,250 24,500 

Leicester & Leicestershire 

HMA 

3,780 94,500 44,000 

Nottingham Core HMA 2,490 62,250 46,000 

Total 8,040 201,000 114,500 
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 ‘Partnership for Growth’ Delivery Plan 

 

4. Following the discussion at the last meeting of this Joint Committee, the 3 Cities 

Growth Point Programme Co-ordinator in August submitted a draft Growth Delivery 

Plan to the Government, in consultation with District Councils and other partner 

agencies. A copy of the full document has been placed in the respective Local 

Government Libraries of each authority, and the main elements of the Nottingham 

Core Housing Market Area element are summarised at Appendix A.  The document 

sets out the rationale for Economic and Housing Growth, a 10-year Housing Growth 

Trajectory, the key development opportunities phased to show related infrastructure 

requirements and the Government investment sought to support the Delivery Plan 

over the period 2008-2011. Across the whole Sub Region, the combined indicative 

programme for CLG support is £111.21m capital and £9.56m revenue over the three 

years 2008-11, although it is considered that the likely eventual Government allocation 

will be significantly less than this sum. The Nottingham HMA element of the bid totals 

£32.13m over the period to 2011 as set out in Appendix A. 

 

5. Formal submission of the Programme is required to be made to the Government at the 

end of this month and the Joint Committee’s formal endorsement of the document is 

therefore requested to form the basis of this submission, subject to officers drafting 

minor amendments to update/clarify the details of the Bid. The programme will evolve 

to accommodate issues such as confirmation of the Regional Spatial Strategy, 

progress on Local Development Frameworks, and announcement of actual allocations 

of funding by the Government.  

 

Funding arrangements and Governance Issues for Further consideration    

 

6. The Government has confirmed that the detailed operation of the new funding system 

will be specified in due course but they expect that un-ringfenced block funding will be 

provided based on the sum of the information provided in the Programmes of 

Development. Total housing growth funding is expected to be announced as part of 

CSR07 in October, with funding decisions based on Programmes of Development 

being made in December this year. Decisions on how to allocate the un-ringfenced 

funding between partners will therefore need to be made locally.  

 

7. The split of allocations between the 3 Housing Market Areas will be considered by the 

overarching Programme Board in due course, and it is necessary to urgently consider 

the potential Governance arrangements within the Nottingham HMA to determine 

priorities for funding in line with the following timetable: 
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December 2007 DCLG confirm 3 Cities Allocation as a 

whole 

January 2008 Allocations between 3 HMA’s agreed by 

6 authorities 

By March 2008 Allocations to Nottingham HMA priority 

schemes agreed and delivery partners 

confirmed 

April 2008  Programme Delivery commences 

 

8. Appendix C to this report sets out the overall Programme Governance structure being 

established for the project. The Nottingham element of the Programme has been 

developed in partnership with all the district councils within the Housing Market area, 

including Erewash. Much of the housing delivery will be delivered through the districts 

and the Growth Point programme therefore offers a significant opportunity to enhance 

collaborative conurbation working across Greater Nottingham.  

 

9. It is therefore necessary to consider how the Governance of the programme can best 

be established to reflect and maintain the crucial ongoing engagement and 

participation of local authority partners, and also in addition to review appropriate 

involvement of other key agencies including emda/GNP, English Partnerships etc. 

 

Options for consideration include: 

 

a) An extension of the terms of reference, membership and function of this Joint 

Committee to bring the oversight of the Programme under its remit. 

 

b) The establishment of a specific Growth Point Programme Board with appropriate 

Member Representation of City, County and District Councils. 

 

c) Consideration of whether the Governance function should be undertaken by other 

Existing/Potential Partnerships. 

 

10 All of the options would need to involve Erewash District in Derbyshire, which is 

currently not included in any existing partnership arrangements. Whilst the 

establishment of a separate Programme Board would in some respects duplicate the 

work of this Committee, it could be task focused on the Growth Point programme 

and could have more flexible meeting arrangements. Existing (or potential) 

partnerships are unlikely to have the necessary democratic structures in place to 

ensure Local Authority ownership and control. 
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11 A more radical approach would be for the role and membership of the Joint 

Committee (which is currently advisory only, with the Executive Bodies of the two 

Councils having the executive powers) to be extended. This could be initiated by 

inviting the 5 District Councils (including Erewash District) onto the Committee as 

speaking but not voting Members (one per District), reflecting the role of the City and 

County Councils as ‘Section 4(4)’ authorities advising the Regional Planning Body on 

the content of RSS.  City and County representation will remain as at present.  The 

Growth Point governance role would be included in the remit of the Joint Committee.  

The Committee would remain advisory, with decisions being referred as 

recommendations back to the Executive Bodies of the constituent authorities.  This 

operation could be kept under review, and if appropriate, full voting rights could be 

accorded to the District members at a future date. 

 

12 Any change to the role and membership of the Joint Committee will require a review 

of the Protocol which governs the operation of the Joint Committee (“Protocol For 

The Operation of a Joint Committee on Strategic Planning and Transport in Greater 

Nottingham”, last reviewed on 12th November 2004). 

 

Recommendations 

 

1) It is RECOMMENDED that the Joint Committee note the content of this report and 

endorse the Draft Programme for refinement and subsequent submission to the 

Government. 

 

2) It is RECOMMENDED that the Joint Committee consider the potential future Governance 

arrangements for the Growth Point Programme as highlighted in Paragraph 8 above, and if 

the option of extending the role and membership of the Joint Committee is accepted, an 

amendment to the Protocol be presented to the next Joint Committee. 

 

 

Background papers 

 

1. Partnership for Growth Programme of Development 2006-2026. 

 

 

 

 

Contact Officers 
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Sally Gill, Communities Department, Nottinghamshire County Council 

Richard Cooper, Communities Department, Nottinghamshire County Council 

 

Grant Butterworth, Environment and Regeneration Department, Nottingham City Council  

Matt Gregory, Environment and Regeneration Department, Nottingham City Council 
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Appendix A 

 

Summary of Main Elements of Nottingham HMA Elements of Growth Point 

Programme    
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Theme A- Accelerated delivery on Existing Sites/Regeneration Areas 

 

Theme B- Transforming Neighbourhoods 

 

Theme C-  Sustainable Urban Extensions     
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Theme D Infrastructure- Transport Element 

 

Theme D- Infrastructure Total 
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Summary of Total Bid For Nottingham HMA 
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APPENDIX B JOINT PROJECTS/DELIVERY BID 
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Appendix C Project Governance Structure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY – previously existing ; set up for 6Cs ; set up for NGP 2007-08, to be set up 

6Cs Transport 

Programme Board 

 

3 Cities & 3 Counties Leadership Group 

6Cs Programme Management Board 

 

6Cs NGP 

Project 

Manager 

6Cs Strategic Green 

Infrastructure 

Programme Board 

6Cs Partnership 

Manager 

 

Nottingham Core 

HMA Programme 

Board 

Leicester & 

Leicestershire 

HMA Programme 

Derby HMA 

Programme 

Board 

Delivery Officer (CLG 

NGP funding  

PRINCE2 Project 

Boards / delivery 

mechanisms as 

appropriate  

Delivery Officer (CLG 

NGP funding  

Delivery Officer (CLG 

NGP 

Delivery Officer (CLG 

NGP 

PRINCE2 Project 

Boards / delivery 

mechanisms as 

appropriate 

PRINCE2 Project 

Boards / delivery 

mechanisms as 

appropriate  

PRINCE2 Project 

Boards / delivery 

mechanisms as 

appropriate  

Statutory Agencies and Partners – Arts Council England, Blueprint, British Waterways, CABE, East Midlands Cultural 

Consortium, East Midlands Tourism, emda, English Heritage, English Partnerships, Environment Agency, GOEM, Highways 

Agency, Housing Corporation, National Forest Company, Natural England, OPUN, Regeneration East Midlands, Regional 

Assembly, Regional Housing Board, Severn Trent Water, Sport England and the private, voluntary and community sectors 

East Midlands 

Regional Spatial 

Strategy (RSS) / Local 

Development 

East Midlands 

Regional Economic 

Strategy (RES) / local 

RES Implementation 

East Midlands 

Regional Housing 

Strategy / Housing 

Market Area 

East Midlands 

Regional Transport 

Strategy / Local 

Transport Plans 


